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Date Reviewed: 23rd January, 2009 
Venue: The Lowry

Bert V.Royal’s Dog Sees God is a very clever and witty take on the famous Charles M.Schultz characters of 
Charlie Brown.
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Do you remember Snoopy, Peppermint Patty and Co? Their images featured on everything from birthday cards, 
duvet covers and pencil cases, back in the day.

Well, imagine if they all grew up and ended up f***** up, as that’s the wickedly funny premise that Royal 
explores in Vertigo Theatre’s UK premiere of this off Broadway hit.

C.B (Rick Carter) and his dog Snoopy were inseparable in the old days, but his beloved pooch has since passed 
away, leading him to soul search about the meaning of life and doggie heaven.

Meanwhile, Schroeder (Craig Hepworth) is now named Beethoven, as he still loves playing the piano but he also 
a few skeletons in his closet, and is closer to CB than they both care to admit.

The central hook to this zany, yet often poignant production is nostalgia for lovers of these very ‘adult’ kids from 
the past. They always were very Woody Alleb-esque in their musings on life, so the fact that so many of them 
are now wasting their lives is utterly believable.

But for anyone too young to remember Charlie Brown and Co, there is still much to enjoy thanks to Royal’s 
beautifully drawn characterisations and the cast’s energetic performances.

Carter is totally convincing as the protagonist; confused and analytical at the core, yet a doofus at heart. 
Hepworth is warm, sympathetic and sorrowful as the piano playing loner. Mike Gates makes a convincing debut 
as Pig Pen (Matt) and Louise Allen’s Sally is Maureen from Rent meets Stawberry Switchblade.

Adele Stanhope and Emma Salt steal the show as dynamic double act Tricia and Marcy. They totally inhabit 
their Mean Girl personas and are both hilarious throughout. Stuart Reeves and Emma Willcox have cute 
cameos and Willcox in particular is pitch perfect as pyromaniac Lucy Van Pelt.

A few scenes at the beginning seem overlong and could do with some trimming, particularly the opening 
voiceover intro, whereby the actors stand covered with their cartoon personas, as you long for their real faces to 
be revealed sooner. But for the most part, this warm hearted production has a fast pace and the laughs keep 
coming.

If you love fringe theatre and high quality performances, Royal’s irreverant play has cute comedy versus edgy 
elements and the two blend with ease, thanks to Vertigo’s terrific team work.

-Glenn Meads
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